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For Religious Liberty
and Against Christian
Nationalism

March 11, 2025

We, the undersigned, urge the federal government to protect the religious liberty of all
people and we strongly condemn the rise of Christian Nationalism, a dangerous
conflation of fundamentalist Christianity, conservative politics, and fierce patriotism
which distorts what it means to be an American citizen and an engaged Christian in

society.

An executive order signed by President Trump on February 6th established a new “Task
Force to Eradicate Anti-Christian Bias”. This Task Force has the duty to “identify any
unlawful anti-Christian policies, practices, or conduct by an agency.” This executive order
Is a threat to the religious pluralism enshrined in the constitution and does not protect

Christians; rather it aligns the federal government with Christian Nationalism.

With the executive order for “Eradicating Anti-Christian Bias”, the federal government
has given itself the authority and mandate to define what might be considered “anti-
Christian,” and therefore also the authority to define what is Christian - a power which
belongs to the Church alone, not the federal government. This executive order violates
religious freedom, corrupts the separation of Church and State, and creates a more
hostile environment for Christians and all citizens who believe differently than the

current administration and its religious advisors.

As Christians, we follow Jesus’ command to love God and love others.2 Christian
Nationalism, which does not speak for all Christians, distorts the Gospel and turns Jesus
and Christianity into a weapon for power and division instead of a movement towards
love and justice. As U.S. Citizens, we uphold a system of government that tries to keep
the common good central, defends religious freedom, and protects the rights of all. The
dangerous ideology of Christian Nationalismm demands that a particular brand of
Christianity be privileged by the state and impose that singular belief system in order to

be a “good American”.

In order to protect religious freedom, the federal government must not align with one
religious ideology but rather honor the constitutional mandate to defend space for
religious pluralism and ensure that each member of society is free to practice their
religion, or no religion, while keeping the peace and working together for the common

good.

We call on the President of the United States and all elected officials to protect religious

freedom in our country and uphold the constitution of the United States of America.
Faithfully,

Bishop Paul Erickson, Greater Milwaukee Synod ELCA

Bishop Anne Edison-Albright, East Central Synod of Wisconsin ELCA

Bishop Felix Malpica, La Crosse Area Synod ELCA

Bishop Martin Halom, Northwest Synod of Wisconsin ELCA

Bishop Katherine Finegan, Northern Great Lakes Synod ELCA

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, South-Central Synod of Wisconsin ELCA

The Rt. Rev. Matthew Gunter, Episcopal Diocese of Wisconsin

The Rt. Rev. Rayford Ray, Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan

Dan Schwerin, Bishop, Northern lllinois-Wisconsin Area United Methodist Church
Rev. Jane B. Anderson, United Church of Christ

Rev. Rachel Bauman, United Church of Christ

Rev. Michael D. Jones, United Church of Christ

Rev. Franz Rigert, Wisconsin Conference Minister, United Church of Christ

Rev'd Dr. Christian D. Boyd, Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Milwaukee, PC(USA)

Rev. Dr. Dave Colby, General Presbyter for Winnebago Presbytery, PC (USA)

Rev. Devon M. Reynolds, Executive Presbyter for the John Knox Presbytery, PC(USA)
Walt Wiltschek, District Executive Minister, IL/WI District Church of the Brethren
Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, Regional Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of
Wisconsin

Lynne Smith, OSB, Prioress of Holy Wisdom Monastery, Middleton, WI

Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, WI Representative to the Wisconsin Council of Churches, Diocese of
the Armenian Church (Eastern)

Manuel Ramminger, Co-Founder Ethical Trade Co

Rev. Kerri Parker, Executive Director, Wisconsin Council of Churches

Rev. Joy Gallmon, D. Ed.Min., Board President, Wisconsin Council of Churches

Rev. Valerie Showalter, Board Member, Wisconsin Council of Churches

The Rev. Dr. Matthew L. Sauer, Manitowoc Cooperative Ministry, PCUSA/UCC

The Rev. Donald M. Fleischman, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Milwaukee WI

Rev. Nii Addo Abrahams, Board Member, Wisconsin Council of Churches

Additional signers since the letter's release date can be found in the document below.
Updates are made weekly. If you have signed and your name has not yet appeared,
there is no need to enter your name in the form again; trust that your support has been

recorded.
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Original Signers, March 11 2025
Bishop Paul Erickson, Greater Milwaukee Synod ELCA

Bishop Anne Edison-Albright, East Central Synod of Wisconsin ELCA
Bishop Felix Malpica, La Crosse Area Synod ELCA

Bishop Martin Halom, Northwest Synod of Wisconsin ELCA

Bishop Katherine Finegan, Northern Great Lakes Synod ELCA

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, South-Central Synod of Wisconsin ELCA
The Rt. Rev. Matthew Gunter, Episcopal Diocese of Wisconsin

Mrs. Joan Mikecz | Ascension Lutheran Church, Waukesha, ELCA

Kevin and Betty Baird | Holmen Lutheran Church, Holmen, WI, ELCA

Rev. Kris Bjerke-Ulliman | St Croix hospice, Chaplain, Lacrosse, ELCA

The Rev. Gary Manning | Trinity Episcopal Church, Rector, Wauwatosa , Episcopal

Mr. James Yohn | Immanuel Lutheran, Viroqua, ELCA

Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler | Oakland Cambridge Presbyterian Church (PCUSA), Pastor , Cambridge
Rev. Staci Marrese-Wheeler | Common Grace, Pastor, Madison, W/, Moravian

Rev. Barb Girod | Oshkosh, ELCA

The Rt. Rev. Rayford Ray, Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan

Dan Schwerin, Bishop, Northern lllinois-Wisconsin Area United Methodist Church

Rev. Jane B. Anderson, United Church of Christ

Rev. Rachel Bauman, United Church of Christ

Rev. Michael D. Jones, United Church of Christ

Rev. Franz Rigert, Wisconsin Conference Minister, United Church of Christ

Rev'd Dr. Christian D. Boyd, Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Milwaukee, PC(USA)

Rev. Dr. Dave Colby, General Presbyter for Winnebago Presbytery, PC (USA)

Rev. Devon M. Reynolds, Executive Presbyter for the John Knox Presbytery, PC(USA)

Walt Wiltschek, District Executive Minister, IL/WI District Church of the Brethren

Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, Regional Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin

Lynne Smith, OSB, Prioress of Holy Wisdom Monastery, Middleton, Wi

Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, Wl Rep tative to the Wis: in Council of Churches,
Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern)

Manuel Ramminger, Co-Founder Ethical Trade Co

Rev. Kerri Parker, Executive Director, Wisconsin Council of Churches

Rev. Joy Gallmon, D. Ed.Min., Board President, Wisconsin Council of Churches

Rev. Valerie Showalter, Board Member, Wisconsin Council of Churches

The Rev. Dr. Matthew L. Sauer, Manitowoc Cooperative Ministry, PCUSA/UCC

The Rev. Donald M. Fleischman, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Milwaukee WI

Rev. Nii Addo Abrah Board Member, Wis in Council of Churches

Additional signers as self-identified through online registration:

Rev. David Simmons ObJN | St. Matthias Episcopal/First Presbyterian (PCUSA), Pastor, Waukesha

Rev. Gayle Tucker | Plymouth UCC, Member, Madison, UCC

The Rev. Jana Troutman-Miller | Saint John's On The Lake, Priest and Director of Spiritual Care,
Milwaukee, Episcopal

The Rev. Martha Berger | Episcopal Priest, Retired, Diocese of Wisconsin, Episcopal

Rev. Laura Mcleod | Brookfield Congregational UCC, Senior Pastor, Brookfield, UCC

Rev. Seth Dietrich | Christ Church Episcopal, rector, Whitefish Bay, Episcopal

Pastor Carol Taylor | United Church of Beloit, Interim Minister, Beloit WI, Congregational

Rev. Douglas Clement | Marshfield: Wesley UMC, Pastor, Marshfield, WI, UMC

Dr. Elizabeth Swanick | First United Methodist Church, Retired, Evanston, lllinois, UMC

Deaccon Stephanie Engel | ELCA

Rev. Diane Martin | Zion & Lower Coon Valley Lutheran Churches, Pastor, Viroque & Stoddard, ELCA

Rev. Karen Hagen | PCUSA, Retired, Milwaukee, PC (USA)

Audrey Lucier | Community member, La Crosse, RC

Mr. K. Fred Rist | ELCA, La Crosse Area Synod, ELCA, council member, Alma, ELCA

Ms. Scrah Halstead | Lutheran Social Services of WI & Upper MI, Manager of Faith and Community
Partnerships, Waupaca, ELCA

Rev Amy Engebose | St Paul Lutheran Church, pastor, Neenah, ELCA

Rev. Dara Clifford | East Central Synod of Wisconsin, Associcte to the Bishop, Director for Evangelical
Mission, Appleton, WI, ELCA

Dr. Craig Nessan | Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, ELCA

Nancy Solberg | ELCA, Synod council member , Holmen, WI, ELCA

Ms. Dori Arbter | Sturgeon Bay, ELCA

Ms. Lori Toso | Holmen Lutheran Church, Volunteer, Holmen, ELCA

Rev. Philip Hobson | Salem United Church of Christ, Minister, Verona, UCC

Rev. Mark Kvale | English Lutheran Church, Senior Pastor, La Crosse, ELCA

Mr. John Daily | Halfway Creek Lutheran Church , Member, Holmen, WI, ELCA

Mr. Michael Schnitzius | Order of Secular Franciscans, ELCA lay leader, Lo Crosse, ELCA

Glenn Borreson | Retired Pastor, ELCA

Betty Sacia | Holmen Lutheran Church, Member, HOLMEN, ELCA

Mrs. Vicki Schmidt

Jason Stanton | First Lutheran Church, Senior Pastor, Onalaska, ELCA

Mrs. Marlene Sund | Protestant , Sparta WI, ELCA

Mr. Kendal Mentink | RN

Mrs. Tonya Perry | Bethany Lutheran Church, Music Director, Ishpeming, Mi, ELCA

Rev. Brittany Barkus | PSALM Shared Ministry, Bessemer, MI, ELCA

Ruth Poutanen | St Andrew Lutheran Church, Member, Wausau, ELCA

Ann Kvale | English Lutheran Church, Children's Ministry Coordinator, La Crosse, WI, ELCA

Rev Dean Simpson | My Zion Lutheran Church, Pastor, Hudson, WI, ELCA

Mr. David Ofsdahl | ELCA

Rev. Ashley Nolte | Pilgrim United Church of Christ , Pastor, Grafton, WI, UCC

Rev Don Niederfrank | First Congregational United Church of Christ , Member , Port Washington, WI

Rev. Justin Amold | English Lutheran Church of Bateman/St. James Trinity Lutheran Church, Pastor,
Chippewa Falls, WI/Fall Creek, WI, ELCA

Reverend Mary Limbach | St. Simon the Fisherman Episcopal Church, Supply Clergy, Port Washington

Margie Fischer | Woodland Lutheran Church, Council President , Nekoosa, ELCA

Mr. Jeff Hoch | Holmen Lutheran Church, Youth and family director, Holmen, ELCA

Rev Dr Mark Bartusch | Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Pastor , La Crosse, ELCA

Mother Jane Johnson | Beloved Community, Episcopal-ELCA, Pastor, Steven’s Point, Ecumenical

Rev Emma Sancomb | Director of Spiritual Care , West Bend , UCC

Pastor & Mrs. Lee Penvose | Emmanual Lutheran Church, Lutheran pastor, retired, Elyria, Ohio, ELCA
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Rev. Ellen Rasmussen | Algoma Blvd UMC, Pastor, Oshkosh, W1, UMC

Rev. Kelly Taylor-Schaus | Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Pastor, Muskego, ELCA

Mrs. Renie Anderson | Green Bay, ELCA

Rev. Phil Haslanger | Christ Presbyterian Church, Retired, Madison WI, UCC

Rev. Robert Uliman | United Church of Christ, Retired, UCC

Rev. Robert Gross | First Congregational UCC, Interim Pastor, Janesville, UCC

Rev. Jason Mack | Open Doors for Refugees, Clergy, Madison, ABC

Rev. Kelly Fowler | Our Lord’s, Pastor, New Berlin, UMC

John Bersagel | Journey Lutheran Church, Retired, Holmen Wisconsin, ELCA

Pr. Kevan Penvose | Unity Lutheran Church, Pastor , Milwaukee, ELCA

Mrs. Faith Fretheim | ELCA

Rev. Leslie Schenk | Plymouth Congregational UCC, Pastor, Madison, UCC

Rev. Kay Richter | Pastor, ELCA

Rev. Dawn Lindberg | Peace Lutheran Church, Pastor, Tomah, ELCA

Rev. Dale Stohre | Emanuel United Church of Christ, Clergy (retired), Hales Comers WI, UCC

Margaret (Meg) Hoversten | ELCA, pastor, Viroqua, ELCA

Rev. Alyssa Weaver | Westby Coon Prairie Lutheran Church, Reverand, Westby, ELCA

Rev. Amanda Schultz | Pastor, Cashton, WI, ELCA

Rev. Robert Hamilton | Retired Pastor, UCC

Nathan Johnson | Peace Lutheran Church, Tomah, W1, ELCA

Rev. Kris Gorton | Memorial United Church of Christ, co-pastor, Fitchburg, UCC

Mrs. Susan Woyicki | Ettrick

Rebecca Meier-Rao | Worker Justice Wisconsin, Executive Director, Madison, WI, Interfaith

Rev. Kathryn Thompson | Lutheran Campus Ministry - La Crosse, WI, Campus Pastor, La Crosse, WI, ELCA

Chaplain Peter Capoyianes | SSM Health, Chaplain, Fond du Lac, UMC

The Rev. Dr. Steve Kuhl | Nativity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Pastor, Wauwatosa, ELCA

Deacon Marian Wasierski | Hephatha Lutheran Church, Retired Chaplain, Milwaukee, WI, ELCA

The Rev. Molly Doreza | The Greater Milwaukee Synod of the EICA, Retired ELCA Clergy,

Rev. Laura Frost | St. Mark's Lutheran Church, Waukesha, WI

Mrs. Carolyn Sellers Rizzo | Kingo Lutheran Church, Pastor, Shorewood, ELCA

Rev. John C Norquist | Faith Lutheran Church, Pastor, Cedarburg, ELCA

The Rev. Debra L Trakel | The Episcopal Church, Priest, Milwaukee, Episcopal

Rev. Larry Engel | Five Points Lutheran, Pastor, Richland center Wisconsin, ELCA

The Rev. Dr. Paula Harris | Grace, Rector, Galeng, IL, Episcopal

Rev. Alexis Twito | Advent Lutheran Church, pastor, Cedarburg, WI, ELCA

Rev. Jim McCrea | First Presbyterian Church, Pastor, Galena, lllinois, PC (USA)

Rev. Heidi Borkenhagen | First United Lutheran Church, Pastor, Sheboygan, ELCA

Rev. John Holm | Evangelical Church in America, Retired Pastor, Milwaukee, ELCA

Rev. Bruce Cheever | Fox Point Lutheran Church, Associate Pastor, Fox Point, WI, ELCA

Lisa Wegner | Advent Lutheran Church, Youth and Family Ministry Director, Cedarburg, WI, ELCA

Mr. Robert E. Hanson | VFP # 102 WARRIOR WRITERS ELCA, retired clergy, MILWAUKEE, ELCA

Ms. Jo Pirlott | Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, Waukesha , ELCA

Janet Blank | Advent Lutheran Church, Member, Cedarburg, ELCA

Mrs. Pam Ball | Trinity Lutheran Church, La Crosse, ELCA

Rev. Katya Ouchakof | United Church of Christ, Pastor, Wisconsin Conference , UCC

Debra Ganser | First United Lutheran Church, Sheboygan, ELCA

Ms. Rosalyn Isbell | Advent Lutheran Church, Cedarburg , ELCA

Rev. Asher O'Callaghan | East Central Synod of Wisconsin, Associate to the Bishop, Wausau, ELCA

Ms. Mary Preston | Lakeside Lutheran, Member and Church Council Vice President, Kenosha, ELCA

Rev. Melissa Pagel | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Pastor, Green Bay, ELCA

Ms. Julie Starks | Outreach for Hope, Board Chair, Milwaukee , ELCA

Rev. Gerald Mansholt | Retired Pastor, Appleton, ELCA

Reverend Libby Howe | Prince of Peace Lutheran Church , Lead Pastor, La Crescent, MN, ELCA

Denise Retzleff | Campbellsport First UMC , Lay Minister , Campbellsport , UMC

Dr. Beverly Wallace | Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of Lenoir Rhyne University ,
Director of Lifelong Learning , Hickory, North Carolina , ELCA

Rev Janet Eggleston | Retired, Galeng, IL, UMC

Dr. Carol Feverstein | Advent Lutheran Church , Cedarburg , ELCA

Brian Bolling | All Peoples Gathering Lutheran Church, food pantry manager, Milwaukee, ELCA

Pastor Martin Wells | Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Retired ELCA Pastor/Bishop, St Mark,
Spokane, ELCA

Rev. Elise Hynek | St James Lutheran Church, Pastor, Rudyard, MI, ELCA

Ms. Marybeth Ranum | Lutheran, Widow of ELCA pastor , Birmingham, AL, ELCA

Mr. Tyler Rasmussen | Mt Zion Lutheran Church, Pastor, Wauwatosa, W, ELCA

Rev. Jeffrey Martinson | ELCA, Retired, Wausau, ELCA

Ms. Laura Kantola | Bethel Lutheran Church, Ishpeming, MI

Debbie Peterik | Journey In Faith Church, Franksville, W1, ELCA

M:r. Jason Poole-Xiong | United in Christ Lutheran Church, Pastor, Morrisonville, W1, ELCA

Ms. Susan Ernster FSPA | Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (Roman Catholic), FSPA President, La
Crosse, RC

Rev. Wayne Shannon | First Congregational UCC, Chaplain, Medison, UCC

Ms. Linda Weaver | Peace Lutheran Church, Tomah, WI, ELCA

Ms. Julie Towle Atkinson | Menomonie, ELCA

Ms. Sclly Newman | Lutheran Church of the Living Christ, Germantown, WI, ELCA

Mrs. Karen Gosselin | Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church, church member, Racine, ELCA
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